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Language and 
social variables

 Social class – aggregate. Ofindividuals. With similar

social characteristics and itisdetermined by three

aspects

 Economic standing

 Prestige

 Power



Language and 
age

 Childhood (0 – 13), social aspects of language

acquisition, the speech of adults directed to children

 Adolescence (13 – 18), teenage slang, teenage social

groups, profound effect on their adult speech

 Adulthood – maturity, employed, linguistically stable

group with a set of socially determined personal

varieties

 Old Age – non-productive, linguistically – use language

no longer in current use



Language and 
Gender





Language and 
Race

 Races: populations differing in their physical

characteristics and heriditary trace

 Caucasoid

 Negroid

 Mongoloid



 Ethnic group: identified chiefly on cultural grounds

(common language, origin, folk practices, etc) Ethnicity

overlaps with race

 Example: USA – ethnic groups and subroups are: 

 1. White Americans

 Native Americans

 African Americans

 Hispanic Americans

 Asian Americans



Language and 
Culture

 CULTURE: social heritage of people. The learned and 

taught way of thinking, feeling, and acting transmitted

from one generation to the next

 CULTURE – material and non-material

 NON-MATERIAL: three main cmponents: 

 Norms: social rules of conduct – what is acceptable

 Values: broad ideas – what is correct, desirable...

 Language: socially structured system of units



Language and 
Nation

 NATION: body of speakers associated with a particular

territory, sufficientl conscious of it unit, seeking or 

possessing a government of its own. 

 Prerequisites for its linguistic functioning are: 

 Common language

 National language

 Official language



 STANDARDIZATION: a process of establishing a 

linguistic variety: 

 1. Selection of optimal linguistic resources (corpus 

planning) 

 2. Codification of the linguistic resources (normative

stage)
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