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• https://www.denverlibrary.org/blog/england-great-britain-united-
kingdom-whats-difference



• Geographically speaking

• Politically speaking

• The four nations

• Signs of national identity 



Geographically speaking

• Off the north-west coast of Europe

• Two large islands (Great Britain and Ireland) and hundreds of smaller
ones



Politically speaking



• Two states in this geographical area (The Republic of Ireland, the UK)

• Act of Union 1st May 1707: treaty that effected the union of England
and Scotland under the name Great Britain



• The British Isles (outdated)

• The North-East Atlantic Archipelago

• The North-West European Archipelago

• Great Britain and Ireland (most common)



The four nations

• England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland

• 1800 – the Irish Parliament was joined with the parliament of 
England, Scotland and Wales – single state

• 1922 – most of Ireland became saparate state



Other signs of National Identity

• Albion

• Britannia

• Briton

• Caledonia, Cambria, Hibernia

• The Emeral Isle

• John Bull

• Surnames

• First names for men



The Dominance of England

• Dominant culture of Britain is the English culture

• The supply of money – controlled by the bank of England

• Elizabeth II (Ireland and Scotland never Elizabeth I)

• Names of institutions: Newspaper – The Times Educational
supplement (English), The times Educational Supplement Scotland

• National loyalty (people call themselves English) 
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